J. Joseph Whelan
After graduating from Cathedral Latin, Joe earned his undergraduate and graduate degree from John Carroll University and Case Western Reserve University.
Joe then pursued a teaching career at St. Francis Elementary/High School, before being named principal at Chambers Elementary School in East Cleveland, Ohio from 1969 to 1990.  While principal of Chambers, his school was nationally recognized twice by the U.S. Department of Education in 1986 and 1990.  This was the first all-minority school in the country to receive that award.  J. Joseph Whelan was Ohio’s Distinguished Principal in 1988.
After leaving Chambers Elementary School, Joe became a professor of education at John Carroll University for 14 years.  Joe taught the undergraduate methods courses and the educational graduate classes. Upon leaving John Carroll, he became an international consultant working with teachers across the United States and Canada.
Joe has had the great fortune to teach at all grade levels.  He has taught at the elementary level, middle school level, high school level, college level and post graduate level.
Joe’s success was based on making children love learning and involving their parents in the educational process.  He made a difference in the lives of the children entrusted to him.
Joe is a Lead Trainer in the process of learning walks, a management by walking around system for improving curriculum and instruction in the classroom. Joe has done on-site instructional analysis and follow-up support through workshops and coaching of Principals and Teachers.
Joe is a highly sought Keynote speaker in North America.  His stories, humor and passion for learning are recognized by teachers, principals, and educators with a strong belief that all students can learn regardless of the disadvantages they face.  For decades, Whelan has devoted his passion for learning with over 25,000 educators across North America.
Joe was guest speaker at Bishop Pilla’s 1998 Man of the Year induction.  In 1994, Joe gave the NDCL commencement address.
Joe is an avid golfer and currently resides in Euclid, OH.  He has two children, Sean (wife Mariah) and Thomas (wife Kristen) along with three granddaughters.
